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INTERESTING NARRATW-E'

OF THE E4QAT'E OF TW.{J OFFIQEHA OF THLE
1641R REGT. N. Y. 8 VOL. FEOM THE
HANDE OF THE RERBLY.

(A Allison Croshy, one of the ¢flicers whoe
sscaped, was at one time a student in Alex.
Sheltlon’s law otiice in this place.]

BErmiea, Feb, 28, 1864,

My Duar Frigsp:—-Your letter re-
questing me to wrile you the eircumstan-
neg connected  with my  capture by lhe
Ilebels al Gettysbury, and sebsequent ea-
cape Trom Sdurance vile,” s received, If
it witi afford you the smallest degree of
pleasure to Know the particalars of those
seenes, which are to me 80 interesting, I
shall be happy to stale them.

To render Lthe statement  complete, it
ought to contain au acconnt of the terrific
engagement which resaited in the cuptore
of somany of the ulicers and  men ol the
P54, Bot 1fear my letter wonld  be 8o
long, your putience would beoowe entirely
exbungted in reading it, I will therefore
centive my narrative chicly to cyents that
transpired after finding  mysell within the
rebel lines. .

e was oo the first day of July, 2wl the
Hrat of those thvee days of  terrible  car-
nage, that the 15440 Regt., together with
two others, the 27th Pa., and the 134lh
New York, was ordered to take  position
to the extres right of the Union lug, to
vheck « tlank movement already Legoo by

a beavy toree of the enemy.  Without
waithg to rest o mement, after 2 rapid
marel of fftecn miles  that Jay, they

spranyg ferward at a double guick, Lhrough
& torrent of shot aud shetl, untl] the des-
ignated positien was attained.  Before
titey got iote line, & murdernus Bre was
was potred iote their rapks {rom a rabul
Brigade eonrealed in o wheat tield close at
nawd,  Nothing daunted, they  forwu o
Nue, advaneed, and opencd We battle witls
great cuergy.  The enemy advunced in
yplendid style, and swang Lheir-left wiog,
which extended  far beyond eur right,
cradogtly around, uatil we were haond-
saomely flanked. Not a men Hinched or
gave zn inek Lo the overwhelming foree
npposed to them,  There they slood, fitin
as the Pyramiids, Bgbting wicl the deaper.
wtiow ol e Totiorn Bope, s murderons’ firg
all the time raking thew in fropt and
fank, The enemy was gradually  ciosing
in upan g, and o remain  lopger wus
vertain captute.  The order to full back
waus piven. We had no supports  or Te-
surves, O lneking around we discovered
for the first time: wbat the whols line on
uur keft had fallen back, and  were  being
notly persucd by Ure exultant rebels. We
woly hesmed ju on both flanks.

The ouly avenws of retreat  lay through
4 road, along which a tebel  column was
dashing, o persiit of our trdeps that bad
Fullen Dack on the Jeft of w8, We entered
the rand, and a fevee hand to land cop-
et ensued. The opposing forees were
wingled kv promiseous coufusion,  Fogr
color-bearers in the 134h were shot down
in rapid snecestion, The only  resouroe
IWFL was to ent 1hrougl the enemy’s ravks.
The bayonet was Used, but alas, what
woald 4 mere bandfel of men  do agaiost
L thuusands that swronnded us en all
siides T A fuw in the confusion  escaped,
Lt the majority were  eitler  kiiled,
wenuded or caplured.  OF 1w later, ont
of e Fdl, were twelve  conunisgioned
nfficers aud o bundred and ffty men, We
wele narricet off e the rear, over the
Lattle grogmd ftrewn with the  dead and
woanded of Dokl srmics.  During the two
following days of the buttie, we were
kopt mder **Lluld a little in- rear - of the
el line.

Witk mmind and  senses wrought yp to

intense zetivity we walched the progress

of the batthe,  Ouwr earts sapk  withio us
a9 we Jutected by the soend of the con-
Hiet an the left of the finc, Hat it was
belug pushed back, ¥ou cau perbups
inagine he dispair that filled our breasts,
when at niubl, after the secoud day’s
Cpooflien was ovel, the rebels told  us that
" Lopgstreet had doubled back our Teft
wing auil driven it seven' miles.  That
they only ceased the pusoit on. acconnt
of the darkness, and would make qui(,k
work of the Army of the Fotomae in the
morning. i
But us A Union prisoner was  Lrought
in, freal frow the field of cooflicty and
we gathered eagerly wronnd him  to learn
the real condition of affaira, what a buar-
den of wnxiety and Jistress was lifted

from ofr hearts on being told that ounr
teft wing had been drivén  back sbour a
mile and s half, bul the oppurlune AITi-
val of the Bth Corpa hand checked the ex-
uitant enetuy and repulsed him  with in-
meuse slaughter, *‘Our linp ig 're-estab-
lished, and secure,” he said, “‘and the
men aAre eager for & rencwal nf: the fight
1 the marning, confident of 2. crowning
vigtory.” Welald down on the grass
that night and slept sweetly, with & oew-
barn hgpe in eur bosoms.

The early part of the day was occup:ed
hy Gen. Lee g preparstion for the last
desperate struggle to break the Tnlen
lines. Hvery caunon and every available
man was put in pesition for the final as-
manit. If this effort failed,
inevitable to the bossted and
Army of the Uonfederacy, -

Orders were promalgated at the head-
of every regiment, appealing to thidr ber-
oism and courage, in the mnst extrava-
gant terms of mringled adulation  and  en-
tresly.,  Vigtory orutier route and per
haps aouibilation awgited them.

At length the similtdaoeous crash of two
hundred rebel canbon epened the tall,
An egual pomber responded  frow the op-
pesite nll where our artiflery Avas posted.
Tle earth trembled aud shook for mijles
around with the terrible’ eoneussion. The
alr grosoed and shricked with flying mis-
nlea,_hura{ing-and flying in all directions
and lighting op, with & sullen and luorid
giare, the dark swlphar f']ondq that biog
aver tie feld,  The opposile crests were
wrapped in fames, and dense clonds  of
smoiie rolied over the vailey, darkening
the bervens. with gloom,  Great trees
were shatterad into  thousapds of frag-
inepte—branches were torn from others
and tossed into the darkened air or hurled
into the deep shade-below.  Calaous were
on fire and exploding at rapid intervale,
Horses were yunning with wild frighi over
the field, or flonondering, Lleeding and
L mglcd on the groond, Tt waa the
mosk awful, grand apd tewribly sublims
speetacie 1 ever witnessed.

For an bogr the tetrible canponade wa)s
kept up withoot intermission,  The ens-
niy then formed two strong Jines of  hat-
tle und sivanced to assanlt the Union po-
sition along the entire oe, The Usion
artillery ceased firing, and a8 the rebel ar-
my swepl down Lhe opposite slope, in
compaet fineg—with bavaers flying  and

fnvineivle

drums beating, it was a wagnificent sight. -

Steadily and silently they -advanced within
short range of our artillery, when sudden-

1y a sheet of fame buarst from  the creast

of the bill— » debfening crash-—a dense
white cloud—and two  hoadréd eannon
hurled a mereiless storm of grape and can-
nister into their ranke ; soother Jong roll
of amoke further down the hill—another
deatening shoul, and fifty thousand rifles
sent their deadly nessepgers into the
stagygening Hone.  Thbe flrst  line was gone,
Nothing daunted, the recond, with an in-
sanity that sought death, steadily advane-
ed.  Anither simultaneons discharge of
artillery and muskelry—and wheu the
smoke rose from the seene, the rebel ar-
my, the yaunted chivalry of the Anerican
Cootinent, wag flounderiog willi confazion
in the valley, 8o pitless was the whirl-
wind of grape and canoizler, and rifle
balls which swept its files, that hondreds
of the terror stricken enemy fell on iheir
Lands aud knees and crawled up 1o owr
lines to save their livea.

Thus ended the battle of Gettysburg,

Genaral Lee collecled his ‘scaltersa * force
and made no more effort to carry the Un-
iun position,

That uight ao oppressive doubta and
fears dmburhed us, and we slept soundly.
The morning daw ned elear and pleasent.
It wag the 4th of July, snd feeling jubil-
ant over the resudt of (Le  greet siruggle,
we determined to celebrate the occaslen
with becoming cxercises, as  far as ovor
limited cirenimstahoes would admit of i,
We had no big gun to fire off. " Ne Dec-
laration of Indupendencesio read.  No of-
ator to elecirify ns with. sonl- -stirring reci-
tals of the “‘scenes und times that. tried
toen’s souls,™’
“Rebela.” But we had'a few hondred
Union prisovers, with bearts Lrimfull of
oy 1'nr the g]urious reauI: of Gert;.i,'sburgjl

Abuut noon & tamﬂc thundei storm
commenced, and w¢ were started | on our
long journey toward Richmupd, The
sterm finally settled down to a cold,
steady rain, At night we were turped in-

Sdome

retreat  was

‘mornipgi

when pur docestors were

t¢ a corn-field, to sleep in the open storm
or not sleep at all.  Exzhausted with fa-
tigus nod huoger, (for we lLad had noth-
ing to eat sivea our capiure, eXcept what
we could bay of our guards with oor
pocket-knives and other trinkets we bap-
pened e have with us,
seleep on the wet -grass, 1o forget our
troubles nntil morning.

The next day we weles marched up- the
meuntain and encamped on the summit of
thé Blue Ridge, at Montery Springs. In
the morning we received four rations and
cooked our breakfast, which consiated of
& hard enke, inanufactored after this fagh-
A little flour mixed up with water,
gnd rolled ont inte 2 thin, round mass,
and set np before the fire on a ¢hip or Aat’
stone to balte, My experience i the cul-
inary art being quite Mimited, it was oot
surprising, perhaps, that my buscnits were
a little hard and heavy, At all evenis
the result of my effort convinced me that
my teiedt for hrick makmg 18 bett.m than
bread making.

On the morning of the sixth of July,
we atarted from Montery Springs, and
murched seross the State of Maryland,
without steppiug 1o eal or sleep.  Ar-
rived at Wiilllamaport, on the Potomae,
abont two o'clock, P. 3L, oo the Ttk duy
of July, when, after baking spme of onr
unique biseuits, and surprising our stom-
athe oelils a litde food, we 1aid down in
riter exiastion, and slepl until the next
Although the rain fell in tor-
rents we heard it not,  Nature was restor-
fag itself, and we alept as sonndly aud
sweetly as if we had been in our own
somforiable honses of which we dreamed.

The next morving we crossed the Poto-
mac in a ferry-boat, the Poutoon  Bridge

having beepdlestroyed a fow  days before

by htllmgtfit'la s cavalry. The ferry-boat
coukl carry only about forty atao time,
and the progress of crossing was slow,
Abont foor  thousand prisoners had to
cross 1n that'way, That night we siept
on bhe “Saered Soil” of the Old Deomin-
ivn, near the river

The next dny we were pat in motion
aw) marched until nut ight,
weit grerehour pel
large poad, called
Martinsburg  and

betwoen
After
crossing the Potomee, all hopes of escape

Blg Sprmg,
Winchester,
we

wore abandoned, Before that time,

bad indulged some hope that eur cavalry

might rescue us, but now  we were in Lbe
enemy's eountry, and Lee's army and the
awollun Potomae between us and apy as-
sistance.

The pext moroing, the 10th of July and
of var eapture, dawned bright and “ezuii-
ful. The dark clounds that had -hong over
us 80 many days lad gone, and the scens
ery of the Shenandoah Valley looked up-

vsually fresh and lovely, fromi the ' reécent-

rain.  Everything around wore a cheerfnl
end juviting aspect, The birds that sung
in the orchard trees over our  heads, and
skimming over the pond at onr feet, seem-
ed to moek at our  calamity and
upon our captivity 48 complacenily  as if
it was a mistortune peculiar to men, and
a matter in which birds bad no  lot or in-
{erest,

Toe bappy, exbilarating influences of
that moroisg, and the joyous freedom of
the birds, a8 [ gazed vpon the préspect,
every where arooud, roused's sudden and
irrepresgible desire for liberty, and T de-
ternined to atiempt ao escape from “*dur-
anes- ¥ile, " at whatever hazard. + -+ -

The thought of 8 weary marck over the
burniog rosds to Bichmoend at  ibat suitry
time of year, nod imprisonment in a filthy
tobaeco warchouse, perbaps, for moaths,
with notiing but adamantive iHscoiis for
food—streugthened  my resolution and
stamped it with a sesl of fate.

I bastily put away my balf-consumed
Inaf, and imparted my determination te.
my comrads, asking some ope of them to
embark with me in the enterprise. No
one ¢ould be induced to attempt it, excepi
Lieat, John Mitehell,’ Co. D., 16%th
a bold and brave soul, as reckless of dan-
ger, a3 b is fond of exeitement,

No timie was to be lost,  Breakfast was
over and a few moments would see us
marchiag ““0Oa to Ricbmand.” ~ The pound
I have mentioned was two or thres
from puricamp.  Twp lines of gnards
had been placed down Lo the water, 80 as
to form an avenue through. which the
prisepera could go down te wash.  Pull-
ing out our pocket baodkerchiefs, (which
Lad been: used as. flpur sacks 1o carry

‘we soun fell

looked .

rods”

our rations in,} we 'started for the pond
carrying them extended at arm’s length so
the guard could see we Wwere going to
wash them,

Partupately there was a steep bank of

eight or ten feet in height, decending to
the water's edge, a little to our right,
which was covered with short thick bush-
ea and vines,
" The plan was to watch an  opportunity
when the guard did nol see us, and plunge
into the thicket and lie concealed until
the column moved off. No change was
afforded, snd as time was precions, I sat
down on the bank acd engaged the guard
in convearalion, until Lieutenant Mitchell
stealthily erawled into thid busbes ovt of
pight. I wasina great dilemma how I
conld get into the thicket also,  The or-
der 1o ““fall in'? was given, and  the guard
stepped opoo the bank and commenced
rolling his blanket, 1 pulled out my
bandherchief and commeosced washing it
again, and when his eye was withdrawn
stealthily erept into the biishes with' the
Lientennnt, The foliage” wag very dense
anid it was impossible to discover a person
unless the leaves were parted.  We lay
close on the greund in Yreathless silence,
when the sentinel came past onr  hiding-
place, at the fuot of the bank, iocking for
us. Fertunately he did not see us and
went back, He probably thought we had
joined the othars whlle he was rolling his
blanket and preparing to mareh.

The next thing to be done was to get
away froni our Liding place and find ret-
nge in the wonds, This was & hazardens
undertaking, for we lay within a fow rods
of the pike on which the rebel ammuni-
tion train was coontinually passing.  The
road was also filled with strapglers, wound-
ed men, and detachments of cavalry pass-
ing te and fro. I we should lcave our
hiding place jo the bushes and attempt Lo
et Into the woods, we would have to ex-
pose ourselves i {ull view of the road
for fifity rods. But sometbing muost be
dope. [t was early in' the moraing, and
to Jie on that perpendicilar bank until
dark, was next to impossible, Bo wa

- erawled out of the busbes and deliberately

walked off across the field, expectlng ey-
ery step to hear a challenge to halt ora
rebel ballet whistling past ns,  But oo
challenge or bullet came, and we succerd-
el i reaching & fence, over which we
climbed, and gelling down on  the gro‘und
went about filteen rods “‘snake fashion,’
until & small bill concealed us from tl.u,
pike. Hardly had we regaived our feet
and started for the woods, are we discov-
ered & few Tods abesd two  ribel soldiers,
coming from the oppusite way by the side
of the fence towards us.  Instantly we
threw oorselves upon the ground apd
the soldlers passed uvs. We then hur-
ried into the woods 2nd duotermined to
await the approach of night,

" "As we sat under the shadow of the tree
in'the edge of the woods, disenssing our
future pians, having become & litlle care-
less and uowary in our fancied seeurity, 2
little circumstance sccarred which nearly
cust s all our efforts in vain. We heard
a sound like some person jumping on the
grouad, and looking around, discovered
two rebel soldlers who had juost jumped
over & fence, and were coming almost di-
rectly toward us. It was too late to coun-
cesl ourselves, and fortunately we had
presence of mind enongh to sit perfectly
etill.  They passed within forty feet of us,
although we were sitting in plain  view. —
After that cscape we crawled voder some
hushes at the corper of the fenee and lay
congenled until the wesiy  bours of thar
long day wore away, and the son dizap-
peared behind the western meunteins. Af-
ter darkness: had settled down over the
valley, we Lent oor eteps towards the
mountains oo the west side of the Shepan-
doah,

We had neither chart nor compags, and
the only guide to direct ns throngh thas
strange country in the darkaess of the
night was the North Siar, Our plan was
to cross the valley and get into the moun-
taing of ihe Allegany rauge by daylight,
where we suppasced we could travel in the
daytime without danger. We intended to
s{rike the Potomae at the poinl where it
breaks through the Blue Ridge, and by
that means get aronnd Lee’s army to the
wegtwar ® which still lay at Wilkkamsport,
Maryland. Bo we kept our little astral
guide to our vight, sud went in a direciion
a little north of west, The first difficulty
was to cross the pike which lay between

\



us and our westward jourpey. The rebel
train was continuelly moving en this pike*
But we crept up 1o the fence and watched
an apportunity when s slight brake in the
train occurred, and slipped through le-
tween the wagons. Then on we went,
gropiug our way through cern fields, wheat
fields and forests, with nothing tn light us
but the feehle stars which gradually grew
fainter as the fog rose uotil nearly every
tiny ray was obscured. Ieball never fer-
get that night's ramble, ever hill and thio’
valleys, across Btreawns and morasses, and
{threugh brambles and furests, About 3
o'clock in the morning we came Lo an old
straw stack in a fleld, and being utterly
exhansted with fatigue and honger determ-
ined to take an hour's sleep and then pur-
sue our jeurney. We sank dewn npen the
pile, wet with dew and chilled with the
cold, damp fog, with ilie heavens our only
covering, and ihe stars our sertinela
An bour's sleep refreshed us very much
and we went forward with renewed ener-
gies, The wheal fiekds through which we
passed Leing wet with dew, we were sono
drenched to the skin, Gradually the east.
ern horizen heg@: to indicate the approsch
of dawn, We resolved to enter & honse,
if we could find one on vur route, sufiei-
ently izolated to warrant wvs in  venturing
in. . Weseon came te a maodest Jittle
dwelling, in the fleld, and sfter reconunit-
ering unti] satisfled there was no *‘CGrey.
backs around, we went e and called for
breskfast. There were twn pergons in the
house ; an elderly lady, and ber daughter,
about eighteen. ‘The datghter was quite
handsome and appeared intelligent, &0 of
course our conversation was chiefly with
her. Bhe was shrewd enengl to know
that our questions terded to  elict any in-
formation shoot rebels, and the prababil-
ity of meeting scouts or pickets [b that vi-
cinity, DBaot she veryefrankiy told vs.after
a while, that she was “Tneonditionally
for the Unian,” This we doubted, forthe
nld lady seemed very unxioun tn creute &
different impression, They were evident.
1y in & quandary what to say. Thoy thet’
we were rebe] spies, in disguise, trying to
bunt up sahjects far conseription, and sew
whether any of the inhabitants were taint-
ed with Unionism. The voung lady was
a0 vehement in. her loyalty we were at
length ennstrained to helieve her sincere,
and told her wha we were. She wonld
not believe it. ] have scen rehel officers
< hefnre,” said she **with the Union uni-
form, going through the conntry for the
sAme purpase you are, hat you will oot find
awyone here to foree into ynur army.”—
She then apnke of our getting defeated at
Gettyrburg and said that she was glad of
it.  Ble aaid brndreds of woanded rebels
had been alang there for the last two or
three davs, and the country was filled with
them, W= told her ghe woas mintaken
about nor heing rebels, and coovivced her
by exhibiting letters we had reeeived from
{he north, directed to vrin the 154th regt.
N. Y. Vols. 8he was delighled € learn
that we really were Union officers, xnd
teld us that the whole family were loysl,
“But we have to be very carefn! with our
sentiments here.” said she, “for we are
the only union fumily in the neighborhood
and it would not do for. us to talk much,”
They got us an excellent breakfaat to

which we did ample justice, and offered -

to pay them. “‘No, they were oot taking
pay form Union soldlers.””  We consulled
a map, and I drew a hasty sketeh of our
route into a pocket diary I had with me,
whieh helped us very much in eur subse-
auent journey. They filied our pocketr
with provisinns, gave us a cautecn of milk
and seot us an our wsy with a fervent
bope that we might succeed iz our under-
taking.

We were now very near the mountains,
ahd before the fog cleared away were trav-
eling up their reugh and rocky sides. We
reached the sermnit and followed it north-
ward toward the Potomae, iotending to
cross by swimining as seon 48 we reached
it. Thers was a flat level spnce oo the top
of the ridge, about ten feet wide, runniag
the whole length of the mountain.  As
wea reached the sammit, and gazed dawn
upon the valley below where we had toil-
ed 8o leng Rod severely through the pre-
vious night,and saw the whole scene spread
aut like a vaot paborama before us, and
thought our danger was passed, and in &
few heurs mere we wounld again {read the
soil and breath the air nf a loyal state, we
were almost wild with delight. From that
fofty rostram of nature, we delivered a
very enthusisstic valedictory to Jeft Davia
and the ““Coofederacy,” snd resumed our
journey, An unwise sense of security re-
tnxed our vigilance, and came very near
securing our recapiure. Imagine our con.
sternation when & little way ahead of us,

comning on the top of the ridge, 7 = discov--

ered twn rebel snldiers ! As quick aa thot'
we leaped over the edge of some large
rocks and hid ounrselves behind them. For-
tunately the rebels did not gee us, but pasy-

INSURE

If by hard"labor and“economy
you have accumulated a few
hundred or a few thousand dol-
lars to render you comfortable
in old age, it will cost but a lit-
tle to Insure a part of it

AGAINST

The devouring element—FIRE
which, in a few hours may de-
stroy the accumulations of a
life time. A match, a broken
lamyy, a spark may in a moment
without your knowledge kindle
a -

E-EERIESR

That you cannot control and in
a short time y'ou are houseless
and destitute. Now is the ae-
cepted time, delays are danger-
ots,

I am now prepared to issue
policies on

¥

BUSINESS RiSKS

Farm Property,
DETACHED DWELLINGS,
PERSONAIL PROP-
ERTY, &c.

{n sound companies aund on fa-

vorable terms.

Kandolph, Aprir 10, 1877, _
J. C. KNAIfP.

ed by,almost over our hesds, and went
GH. 1 .

We were now almost to  Medgesville, &
littie village built in the gap of the moun-
tain, A9 we were descendiog the slope
towards lhe tewn we heard children's
voices ut play, abead of us, and carefully
advanced toward them.  Having discover-
vd thut they were young, children—two
white little boys, and two “fcontrahsnds'”
—we gpprodched them and  inguired i
it there were any soldiere in the village.

0, yes, sir,"” Baid voe of them, ‘‘right
amart lot of them,”  ‘“Are they Rebel or
Upion soldivrs ¥ **Rebels, air,™ aaid the
boy. “*Are there any pickets around here?’
L, yes, sir,” said be, there’s ooe right
down there,” pomting down the slope,—
I3 he b cuyalry pleket ' *'Yes, &ir, and
and there sre some mare up above the vil-
luge.” **How far beyond the village do
the pickets extend 37 1 ingquired. *'Not
but & little bit, I recken,” he replicd.

We were golog almost directly towards
the pickes st the fout of the meuntaing,
and bad “got within & few rods of Lim
when we encounlered these little boye —
This was escaps oumber four, under re-
markusbie circumstances, and we bugun o
think thut perhaps Providence was ot en-
tirely peutral in the matter.  Had it nnot
been for those children our northward
journey would bave terminated at Hedges.
ville. Retracing our sieps up e moun-
talo, we did smue “forced marching™ no-
til the sumunit was reached again. Calling
# Couucil of War, we deeided to go around
the village by makiog a wide detour, and
strike the Potomac Ligher up, where we
hoped the pickets woold put molear vs,

On we traveled, over mountains and
across ravines, nntil newrly sunset, At
lepgth, 8y we were following the crest of
a bigh mountain, we were suddeuiy hronght
to # lalt, snd then, down burdreds of feet
beneath us, rolled the majestic Potéemac !
I cun uever forget the emations that filled
my breast wy [ gazed wpon that meghty
river, volling in sullen majesty throeugh
the guif below, The water was dark and
turbid, and the river aweollen to its maxi-
mam height By the recent heavy fnins.
At a time when our minds were less
wrought up with anxiety for esoape, the
thought of plupging into its boiling and
whirling carrent wonld have been mad-
pess.  Bat the Marylaod ehore lioked in-
viting, and the bardships and davgers we
Lad incurred, inspired ug with a confidence
vordering on thie most reckivse temenity.

We followed the precipice dowu to the
fout of the meantain, and approsched the
water. To 1ake off our clothiveg, roil it
up in a bundle and fasten it to our backs,
was lbie work of & mement.  One lnok

acrons the rolling flood--s short pause—-

ot so long as Cesar made apon the banks
of tbe Hubieon—u plusge, and we were
haffeling with the  angry Biod, * nod
stemming it with luaty sinews,”  About
si¥ Tods above us, the current was bfoken
up by a ledge of vocka, and-lhrown into a
fouming aml Beethivg terrent.  Where
we were ®truggling below, it wag foll of
whirlpeo'a sad cddies ihrough which it
was hext to impossibie to swim. - Gradn-
ully, we hoecime more snd more exhausted,
aw the bundle of clathes upon oar backs
hecuoie sittnested with watey, apd bore as
down ao the waves washed over our tends
at almost, every stroke we tooi. 1t was
evident we could. not resch the oppesite
ahere without the interposition of 8 mira-
ele. I looked back to sve if it wounld be
pusgible to relorn to our slartieg point.
We were far out ju thestresm near the
¢entre, 1t wonld be useless w turn back.
A wide ses of whirling walers encempas-
sed ug, 1 trled te touch the boltom, bud
in valn.  We were fast failing.  Qur
strofes were growing feebler and slower.
Qur posilion was nearly vertical in the
current, with nothiog bul the face above
the water.  Tmagioe my horrov al seeing
Lieut, Mitchiel sink bheveath the waves,

I supposed Le was gane, and that I should -

follow him in & few mioutes T had not the
least deubt,  He rose againand stouggled
on,  Desth stared us in the face with uil
ite ghastly horrors, aud we were tapidly
sinking iute his insstiable jawa.  Hope
died witbin uws; aud a euallen despair, a
sort ef stelid indifference, came over us,
The terror of our situation vanished, nod
s flond of rtecollections flashed througl
our minds. 1t seemed a8 if the memaories
of o life-time weve crowded intoe ene mo-
ment, .

Suddenly my fuot rested npon 4 reck at
the bottom of the rvivér, aad quick as
thought I clung to it with the desperation
of & new-born hope.  The current bore
me down rapidly, and I womentarity ex-

. pected to be awept off into the decp water

again, when gaining a foethold, I braced
with all my might against the flood, and
stopped.  Lieut, Mitehell waa bear at
hand, and 1 called to” him to reach the
point where I stood if possible. With the
utinost difficuity he did so, and there we

stood in the rushing torrent up te our

Tgvave,

shoulders, rocking back and forth in »

“Herce strugzle to maiolain eur position.

The bundies on our hecks must go, or we
would soou go with them to = watery
that was certsin Hitherto wu
¢ould not get them off, Lbut now wus an
upportunity.  They went tumblisg along
on the rough correvt—boots, coal, up
smwentionables, waistion!s, underclothing
and all,  Huts Lad dunned dowa srean
Inog Lefure,  Pisengaged from these bur.
dens, we started on with new vigor. The
cursent near vhis shore was less rapid
rough, and oot being weighed dewn wity
clolbing, we succeeded In reaching the
bunk, exhavsted, faiat and sick.  The
only wardrobe we bad left cousisted of «
tfinger ring.” 1o that voigue and seanty
costume we crawled, for we cnuld nol
walk, ot ol the waler apd up the bank,
We were in ** Marylaoil, my Muaryland ™
once were, having swam halt & note.

Beeing a **contrabaud ™ culting whent
ju & field near by, we shodted te Lim to
goand get o8 semething to put on. He
luoked 8t ug o moment and turted off
the direction of a honge sitaueted oo an
vmioence 8 little beyond.,  We anpposit
Lie had gone to de our Didding, and fue:-
ing elated with eur suceess, laid down
upod the grass sdnd patient)y awaited his
retarn. . After a long lwe, several inen.
rode up to where we were * cacamped,
wnd we intimsled that a litkde clotbiong
would be thaoktally received,

An old man, who seemed to be the or-
gan of the party, very emphatically gave
ns to understand 'hat we conld vt w-
rarnished with clethes, and expresgzd his
opinien in terms wore forcible than el-
gant, that we did not deserve any.  He
then contipned 1o berate us in the most
passionate mapner, calling ux **iafernat
rebels "' come over to rob, and steal, as’
plunder, and suid it was a2 wonder and
pity we did nol drown in the river. Al
length, when bhis passion bad reachied s
climax, Le ordered us to el up and go
with him te Genn, Mulligan’s headguarters,
at Uledar Spring, three wmilea from ther,
where be boped justice would be dune o
ua speedily. Much as we desired to go G
Gun. Mulligan's quarters, we bad som-
doubis about vur toilet beivg exactly 4 b
mode for a visit to the hero of Lexingtor,
and we told bim so.  Thereupon he trie!

-t ride his horss over uws io bis rage Lo

think we Jare disobey kis eommands. We
grasped some atoped thut lay on L groane,
and informed the old gentleman thal such
a demonstration must net b repealnd.
He probably recalled the tragie fute of
sncient Golish, and cowled down a litth
Beitg convinced that the old man wis
loynl, we toid who we were, and how w-
happetied to be ju sach a pitinbhe plight

1f b6 rage bad been ternble w fow wii -
utes belore, his surprise awnd chagrin wss
aow uuhoanded.  He conld not find s
gunge Lo express the apologies he woni:
make for the reatment be had bestowe .|
upon vs ‘Uears glistennd i bis eyos as o
turned to the pegro (who  had come back
with the rest), and told him te go snd gl
some prnts for ok, Aoother one went fuc
shirts, nud soon we were elad in old ble-
overalls, pulched and mended with diffe
ent eloth, until’ they represented all the
colars of Joaeph's ¢oat,  Then wounting
bebind thern on & eouple of borses, w.
rode to the old man’s house, aithoot hx,
bucts or coat. 4

He gaid we megl stay with bim ewer
niglt, which we did pladly,  He told 1~
Lee's arny had got got aver the river ye
bt lay at Willismsport, about ten wmile~
beluw,  There might be rebel seouts wli
foraging partica np there again, as ther-
bad been: that day, but be wounld puss e
off as bis sons if they catie. We wer
perfectiy ac ease, for locking as we diid
nobody would have dreamed that we had
secn an army in our lives.

Next morning he gave us anme old chip
hats, that looked as if tbey had descendel
e that family finmi an’ uptigue ancestry.
He gave Licut, Mitchell a pair of old shoes
what seemed to be launghing at their own

Judierous nppearance, and one of my feci

wns graced with an old canvas gaiter.
while the other fool was thrust itéo sn ohi
bowt with the leg cut off,

Often have the eventfnl scenea of thon:
firal fifteen days of July recoited to me:
and when [ bave thought of the privation-
and hargships we endured, the obstacles
and dangers we' enconntered, I have felt
deeply gratefol to Him whose kiod Provi
dence rescued us from all our perils, and
restored us to that noble army, whose on-
ward march was destioed to seweep every
vestige of treason from the land, and open
up o eur cherished country a broader
freednm and more exalted civilization,



